








watch repair.

Central Watch Band Stand

Grand Central Terminal, 45th St Passageway
(212) 685-1689

www.centralwatch.com

Proud Fact: Sole provider and national distributor of Tack
& Gybe (TNG) watches, made in Geneva, Switzerland.
Steve Kivel’s Watch: Rolex or Tack & Gybe (TNG).

Since 1952, the Kivel family has owned and operated the
Central Watch Band Stand, a small and deceptively simple-
looking watch store that is literally a hole in the wall within
Grand Central Terminal. However, don’t let the appearance
fool you. The store’s watchmakers can tackle any repair,
from a complete resurrection of your great-grandfather’s
watch (from $150) to a new battery ($9.95 and up). The store
also sells a wide variety of serviced vintage watches and
other wares, but of particular interest is what must be one of
the largest selections of watch bands in the city: thousands
of choices in countless materials and colors, even brand-
specific straps if you need to replace the original on your
watch.

Time Pieces, Inc.

115 Greenwich Ave

(212) 929-8011 or (866) 329-0203
www.timepiecesrepair.com

Editor’s Choice Service: Crystal watch face replacement,
all shapes and sizes (from $28).

Ms. Szuwalh’s Favorite Watch to Work On:

Vintage Rolexes.

Rarely does one come across a store as interesting as Time
Pieces. The innumerable cuckoo and grandfather clocks lin-
ing the walls make for a charming atmosphere, but if you
linger at the large cabinets of watches, you'll find this is as
serious and discerning a shop as any. Drawers full of rare
and antique timepieces from names such as Patek Philippe,
Rolex, and LeCoultre are on display along with many other
well-known brands. Working behind the counter amidst this
impressive selection, sisters Grace and Annie Szuwalh have
been selling, restoring, and repairing watches and clocks
from all walks of life since opening their doors in 1978. All
work is done on premises and the sisters are even able to
fabricate hard to find pieces for models that are out of pro-
duction. Standard services like cleaning and replacing dam-
aged or scratched crystal are also available.
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llana Fine Jewelry
42 University Pl, near West 10th St
(212) 473-1057

Special Product: Watches designed and made by hand
by owner Ted Pommer.

Discerning Clientele: Tom Cruise, Goldie Hawn, Uma
Thurman

From the warm, polished interior of his Greenwich Village
shop, Ted Pommer at llana Fine Jewelry delivers high
quality and cost effective watch repair service. While
technically more a jewelry store than a repair shop, the store
is nevertheless well versed in servicing rare and expensive
timepieces. The business, started in 1942 by Mr. Pommer’s
grandfather, has worked on every kind of rarity, from a $5,300
modern Patek Philippe watch to a clamshell timepiece from

the 1750s. For those with jewel settings or engravings, Mr.
Pommer can help repair damage to decorative elements.

The store also carries a finely curated selection of antique
watches for those in the market to buy.

Sal Bracco Watches
70 Bowery, at Canal St
(212) 966-5766

Certified Expert: Mr. Bracco repaired a 16 Size Hamilton
Railroad Watch to receive certification from the Horological
Institute of America.

The year 2009 marks the 50th anniversary of Sal Bracco
Watches, a tiny but tidy shop located downtown on the
Bowery. Run by Mr. Bracco, a seasoned veteran who is
frequently consulted by fellow watchmakers for advice, the
shop specializes in Rolex repair, but often works on antique
and vintage timepieces dating all the way back to the late
19th century. The store also holds a large stock of vintage
watch pieces and crystal, meaning it can often restore older
models with period materials. However, that’s not to say that
this store is stuck in the past. Mr. Bracco uses modern tech-
niques like ultrasonic cleaning, which he explains can gently
remove the most stubborn grime from each miniscule piece
in a way traditional methods cannot, often making the me-
chanics look brand new. With all work done by Mr. Bracco
himself, you won’t be able to find a more reliable and rea-
sonable place to get your watch ticking again.




custom shirtmakers.

A well-made shirt is the foundation of a

professional 100k, and the most affordable foray
you can make into bespoke clothing. We wanted a list
of shirtmakers that offered a range of prices, fabrics,
and customization services, and of course, the high-
est degree of skill in crafting the proper fit. We wanted
unlimited choices in making the shirt our own, such as
the ability to change the collars, cuffs, button materials,
placket styles, and pleat and yoke styles. Finally, we re-
quired that all the shirtmakers on our list produce their
garments in New York City, and not overseas with an
outsourced shop in Hong Kong as is common with low-
grade shops and online tools.




CEGO Custom Shirtmaker

Discerning Clientele: Broadway casts such
as Spring Awakening and Wicked.

Formore than a quarter century, CEGO Custom
Shirtmaker founder Carl Goldberg has been
custom-making dress shirts for everyday New
Yorkers and show business professionals alike.
CEGO claims to have the largest selection of
international shirting fabrics in the city, but the
store is probably better known for its rigorous
quality control. You receive a sample shirt two
to three weeks following your fitting, and after
wearing and laundering it a couple of times, you
bring it back for corrections or reconstruction
(free of charge) before receiving the final
product. CEGO is also known for its lower-
than-average prices (starting at around $100 a
shirt), which makes its shirts more accessible
than the typical bespoke garment.
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Geneva Custom Shirt Ltd.
38 West 32nd St

(212) 967-7460
www.genevacustomshirts.com

Discerning Clientele: Colin Powell, Tom Brokaw,
Pope John Paul Il.

Despite its somewhat gritty Fashion District exterior, Gene-
va Custom Shirts is a top-quality shirtmaker and the home
base of legendary craftsman and notorious perfection-
ist Mike Athanasatos. For over 30 years, Mr. Athanasatos
has been providing custom-made shirts to many prominent
figures. Cigar Aficionado once detailed his painstaking pro-
cess, which involves cutting fabrics with a knife instead of
scissors and hand-creating every collar. Geneva’s reason-
ably priced shirts (ranging from $100-$400) can be made
from any of over one thousand fabrics, and once a pattern
is cut for you it’s kept on file for future cuttings.

Paris Custom Shirtmakers Inc.
38 West 32nd St, Suite 603
(212) 695-3563

European Origins: Paris Custom Shirtmakers is so
named because it was founded by an ex-employee of the
legendary Parisian tailor, Charvet.

Paris Custom Shirtmakers is a bespoke tailoring shop in the
Fashion District known for its wide range of fabrics, close
attention to detail, and rigorous standards of quality. De-
pending on the fabric and detailing, you can expect to walk
away with a custom-made shirt in the $325 to $700 range,
although a shirt can run as high as $3,000. A bespoke shirt
will take Paris’s experienced staff two weeks to complete,
and the store doesn’t typically require a minimum order the
first time around. However, subsequent orders are asked to
be placed for six shirts or more at a time.
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